
Norbert J. "Hants" Knebel
September 17, 1925 - March 12, 2018

Norbert J. "Hants" Knebel, age 92 of Pocahontas, IL, died Monday, March 12,
2018, at Highland Health Care Center in Highland, IL. 

 

He was born on Thursday, September 17, 1925, in Pierron, IL, the son of
Osmar and Emma (nee Luber) Knebel. 

 

On Tuesday, April 18, 1950, he married Alice C. Knebel nee Beeble at
Stuttgart Catholic Church, Stuttgart, AR, who passed away on Saturday, May
19, 2001. 

 

He was a member of Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Pierron, IL;
Laborer's Local #100 - E. St. Louis, IL; Jamestown Coon Hunters; Pierron
Improvement Club (P.I.C. Park). 

 

Norbert "Hants" was born and grew up on the family farm south of Pierron in
Bond County. He farmed east of Pierron and worked for Laborer's Local #100
for many years. He was a Laborer until he retired.Norbert "Hants" played for
the Millersburg Wolves baseball team for thirteen years primarily behind the
plate. He stayed near a 400 average for 3 years. Not only did he have great
hand eye coordination but was legendary for his strength. At the tender age of
16 years old he won the Bond County Wood Chopping contest, powering
through 8" of solid hickory in the record time of 1 minute and 7 seconds.



Always up for some good competition, Hants was a member of the Knebel
Welding Horseshoe team for 7 years. He was an avid St. Louis Cardinal's
Baseball fan. He loved Coyote hunting. He enjoyed going to auctions and
tinkering with stuff. 

 

Survivors include: 
 Son - Charles W. "Chuck" (Karen) Knebel, Cabet, AR 

 Son - Edward J. "Eddie" Knebel, Pierron, IL 
 Son - Dennis M. "Denny" (Beth) Knebel, Pocahontas, IL 

 Daughter - Connie M. (Bill) Kircher, Pocahontas, IL 
 Daughter - Kathleen S. (Richard) Shultz, Dallas, TX 
 Daughter - Donna L. Frey, Pocahontas, IL 

 Daughter - Mary A. (Mike) Curry, Pocahontas, IL 
 Grandchild - Laurie (Todd) Grawe 

 Grandchild - Mark (Chrissy) Kircher 
 Grandchild - Brandon (Ashley) Kircher 

 Grandchild - Cody (Katie) Kircher 
 Grandchild - Robin (Eric Hahn) Knebel 

 Grandchild - Bill (Kristy) Knebel, Jr. 
 Grandchild - Nick (Erica) Knebel 

 Grandchild - Michelle (Todd) Busch 
 Grandchild - Zachary Knebel 

 Grandchild - Shannon (Matt) Chase 
 Grandchild - Chuck (Lara) Knebel, Jr. 

 Grandchild - Richard Shultz 
 Grandchild - Allen Shultz 

 Grandchild - Matthew Shultz 
 Grandchild - Lee (Casie) Fuqua 

 Grandchild - Lindsey (Mike) Hart 
 Grandchild - Jacob Frey 

 Grandchild - Jodi Frey 



Grandchild - David (Nicole) Knebel 
 Grandchild - Randy (Zoe) Knebel 

 Grandchild - Kevin Knebel 
 Grandchild - Dylan Knebel 
 Grandchild - Drew Knebel 
 Grandchild - Ryan (Tammy) Curry 

 Grandchild - Sarah Curry 
 Great Grandchild - Jordyn Grawe 

 Great Grandchild - Lacey Grawe 
 Great Grandchild - Mikalyn Hart 

 Great Grandchild - Madisyn Hart 
 Great Grandchild - Travis Hart 

 Great Grandchild - Emma Hart 
 Great Grandchild - Iris Hart 

 Great Grandchild - Erica Shultz 
 Great Grandchild - Sarah Shultz 
 Great Grandchild - Alexis Leihser 
 Great Grandchild - Sasha Busch 

 Great Grandchild - Samantha Busch 
 Great Grandchild - Grant Knebel 

 Great Grandchild - Zach Linhart/Fuqua 
 Great Grandchild - Peyton Fuqua 

 Great Grandchild - Ava Curry 
 Great Grandchild - Drake Curry 

 Great Grandchild - Owen Kircher 
 Great Grandchild - Colin Kircher 

 Great Grandchild - Cole Knebel 
 Great Grandchild - Brody Knebel 
 Great Grandchild - Annalee Chase 

 Great Grandchild - Avery Chase 



Great Grandchild - Allison Knebel 
 Great Grandchild - Paige Knebel 

 Great Grandchild - Nori Kircher 
 Great Grandchild - Kali Kircher 
 Great Grandchild - Shelby Knebel 

 Great Grandchild - Rose Knebel 
 Brother - Delmar (Loretta) Knebel, Pierron, IL 

 Sister - Shirley (Herb) Weis, Saint Jacob, IL. 
 

He was preceded in death by: 
 Father - Osmar Knebel 

 Mother - Emma C. Knebel, nee Luber 
 Wife - Alice C. Knebel, nee Beeble - Died 5/19/2001 

 Son - William N. "Bill" Knebel - Died 9/18/2008 
 Son - Gary A. Knebel - Died 6/19/1969 at age 12 

 Children - Three Infants 
 Great Grandchild - Adam Hahn - Died 12/08/2007 

 Great Grandchild - Gracie Chase - Died 12/24/2009 
 Sister - Antoinette M. Knebel - Died 3/12/1959 

 Brother - Wilbert "Willie" Knebel - Died 12/06/2010 
 Brother - Clifford Knebel - Died in 1946 

 Brother - Orville Knebel - Died 11/03/1994 
 Brother - Harvey Knebel - Died 2/23/2003 
 Brother - Jesse Knebel - Died 1/04/2006 

 Sister - Gladys C. Tebbe - Died 12/06/2017. 
 

Arrangements are being handled by Spengel-Boulanger Funeral Home in
Highland, IL. 

 

Visitation will be held from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM on Wednesday, March 14,
2018, at Spengel-Boulanger Funeral Home in Highland, IL and from 8:00 AM



to 9:30 AM on Thursday, March 15, 2018, at Spengel-Boulanger Funeral
Home in Highland, IL. 

 

Funeral Mass will be at 10:00 AM on Thursday, March 15, 2018, at
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Pierron, IL, with Fr. Scott A.
Snider, Pastor, Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, Pierron, IL,
officiating. 

Interment will be at Calvary Cemetery in Pierron, IL. 
 

Memorial contributions may be made to Meals on Wheels, or Masses.



Previous Events

Visitation

MAR 14. 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Spengel-Boulanger Funeral Home - Highland
1501 9th Street 

 P.O. Box 187
Highland, IL 62249
(618) 654-2133
info@spengel-boulanger.com

Visitation

MAR 15. 8:00 AM - 9:30 AM (CT)

Spengel-Boulanger Funeral Home - Highland
1501 9th Street 

 P.O. Box 187
Highland, IL 62249
(618) 654-2133
info@spengel-boulanger.com

Service- Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Pierron, IL

MAR 15. 10:00 AM (CT)

Spengel-Boulanger Funeral Home - Highland
1501 9th Street 

 P.O. Box 187
Highland, IL 62249
(618) 654-2133
info@spengel-boulanger.com

mailto:info@spengel-boulanger.com
mailto:info@spengel-boulanger.com
mailto:info@spengel-boulanger.com


Tribute Wall
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
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March 14, 2018 at 02:06 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Norbert J. "Hants" Knebel.

March 14, 2018 at 01:56 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Norbert J. "Hants" Knebel.

Mary Alice - March 14, 2018 at 11:58 AM

Mary Alice purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet
for the family of Norbert J. "Hants" Knebel.

March 13, 2018 at 07:55 PM

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of
Norbert J. "Hants" Knebel.

https://www.spengel-boulanger.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.spengel-boulanger.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.spengel-boulanger.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.spengel-boulanger.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.spengel-boulanger.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.spengel-boulanger.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.spengel-boulanger.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4375&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.spengel-boulanger.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4375&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Mary Beth Broughton - March 13, 2018 at 04:44 PM

Mary Beth Broughton lit a candle in memory
of Norbert J. "Hants" Knebel

MB
Mary Beth Broughton - March 13, 2018 at 04:45 PM

Am so sorry for your loss thoughts love and prayers

Donna and Jim Lampe - March 13, 2018 at 01:16 PM

Donna, Our thoughts and prayers are with
you and your family at this sad time with the
loss of your father. Love, Donna and Jim
Lampe

Gene Schmidt And Family - March 13, 2018 at 11:04 AM

Gene Schmidt And Family purchased the Be My
Love Bouquet with Red Roses for the family of
Norbert J. "Hants" Knebel.

https://www.spengel-boulanger.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4271&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.spengel-boulanger.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4271&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.spengel-boulanger.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4271&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser




Judith
Wiesemey

March 13, 2018 at 07:37 AM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Norbert J. "Hants" Knebel.

Judith Wiesemeyer - March 12, 2018 at 10:16 PM

So sorry for your loss, it's a difficult thing to go
through. My prayers are with you all.

SS

Sandy (Griffith) Scott - March 13, 2018 at 03:17 PM

So sorry to hear of Hants' passing. A good man. When I first came to
Pierron, he was my first softball coach. So easy-going and helpful. He
tried to teach me how to be a power hitter like his daughters, but, I
didn't quite cut it. I just remember him as a very nice person. My family
and I are so fortunate to have met Hants, his family, and many others
from Pierron. Such a great town in the 70's. Prayers and thoughts are
with all his family.

SS

Steve Shank - March 14, 2018 at 03:27 PM

Hants attended many of our auctions over the years. He was recycling
before most folks knew what the term meant. I am so grateful for the
times we were able to chat. He was truly a good American and a
wonderful man!

https://www.spengel-boulanger.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.spengel-boulanger.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

