Kenneth H. Goss

September 25, 1950 - April 28, 2025

Kenneth “Ken” Harold Goss, age 74, passed away on Monday, April 28, 2025,
at his home in St. Jacob, IL. He was born on September 25, 1950 to Harold
and Josephine Goss, who are deceased. He is survived by his children Ken
Goss, Jr. of San Diego, CA; Kathryn J. Goss (Gema) of El Paso, TX; Dr. Gary
Goss of Phoenix, AZ and Susan Winn (Austin) of Portland, OR. He is also
survived by his two granddaughters Olivia and Shaylee Goss, as well as his
sister Kathy (Rick) Stewart, nieces, great nieces, nephews and cousins.

Ken married Diane Miller in 1976 and later divorced. To that union Ken, Jr.
was born. In 1987, Ken married Rev. Nancy Brooks (Grotefendt) and together
they had Katie Jo, Gary and Susie. They also later divorced but remained
friends over many years.

To the man who needs no introduction and who never met a stranger, Ken
Goss was a kind and vivacious soul who would touch the hearts of everyone
around him. Everyone was a friend — whether it was someone he had known
for years, or someone he met just that day. He truly enjoyed connecting with
others and always had a story to share. Ken always saw the good in people.
His charismatic personality was uniquely all his own. He had a long list of
coined phrases that inserted the kind of humor and lightheartedness that was
needed in any situation.



Ken loved traveling with his children, taking family trips to Redwoods National
Park and the Grand Canyon, many cross-country trips to see his family in
Arizona and Texas, along with two trips to Puerto Rico. He didn’t hesitate to
embark on the long journey across the country from Texas to Oregon to help
his daughter move in 2022. Each trip he would buy record-breaking amounts
of souvenirs to commemorate the places he had been.

Ken had a deep love for auctions and was a passionate collector, often
traveling across lllinois during the week and on the weekends to attend them.
He owned no less than 15 cuckoo clocks, records, retro toys and knick-
knacks, depression glass and much more. He lived by “one man’s junk, is
another man’s treasure.”

Ken also enjoyed spending time outdoors in his yard, whether he was
gardening or working on landscaping projects. He delighted in pointing out
something he had just planted and took pride in the work he had
accomplished. Another activity he took up more routinely later in his life was
riding his pedal bike. This helped him to remain fit and keep up with his kids
when they went hiking.

Ken was a father, brother, and friend to many. His family will greatly miss his
free spirit, kindness, humor, and the love he shared throughout his life.

Funeral services will at St. Jacob United Church of Chris in St. Jacob, IL on
Saturday, June 7. Visitation will be from 9 to 11 AM with the service
immediately following. The service will be officiated by Rev. Nancy Brooks.
Memorials may be given to St. Jacob United Church of Christ.



Previous Events
Visitation

JUN 7. 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Jacob United Church of Christ
207 West Main Street

St. Jacob, IL 62281

(618) 644-2142

Funeral Service

JUN 7. 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Jacob United Church of Christ
207 West Main Street

St. Jacob, IL 62281

(618) 644-2142



Tribute Wall

deb berndsen lit a candle in memory of "

Kenneth Goss

deb berndsen - May 27, 2025 at 07:47 PM

When we were about fourteen on Holloween we put some smoke
bombs in George Andersons between his storm door and main
door. We knocked on the door and then ran through his backyard.
Kenny ran into the wash line. The next day he had a red mark on
his neck. It was him and Darwin Redding and me Denis Porter. Also
when he first got his first car a fifty five Chevy. We went to Highland
at the time they just put in two stop lights. Well we would pull up to
the stop light and it would be red. Kenny would turn off the engine
until the light turned green. We were laughing and said why are you
turning off the engine. He said he didn’t know why. | have so many
stories about us growing up. He could always make everyone laugh.
He will be missed so much. Love you Kenny you were a great friend
and a great kid to get me in trouble for laughing in class. Denis
Porter

Denis porter - May 27, 2025 at 01:36 PM

Hello, Mr. Porter, thank you for sharing this story over our dad. He was
just as much trouble into his 70s and always made us laugh. It was
nice to read this. Thank you for sharing.

Katie Jo Goss - May 31, 2025 at 08:39 AM



