James A. Mize
January 19, 1954 - August 11, 2024

James Alvin Mize, age 70 of Alhambra, IL, died Sunday August 11, 2024 at
his residence in Alhambra, IL after a battle with cancer.

He was born on January 19, 1954 in Litchfield, IL, the son of Alan and
Wynema (nee Hartley) Mize Sr. Jim grew up in Bunker Hill, IL and graduated
from Bunker Hill High School, class of 1972. He was previously married twice
before marrying Dawna Rose Otto on September 14, 1979 at Salem UCC in
Alhambra, IL. They had two children together, Andrew and Amanda, and three
grandchildren, Edward, Vincent, and Danica. Jim and Dawna also had many
“adopted stray” children over the years.

Jim had a lifelong love of old tractors, restoring many for himself and others,
and brought many old steel wheels back to life, welding new rims on them. He
also had a love for motorcycles, especially old Hodakas. Jim spent his career
driving semi-trucks and trailers, hauling grain, steel, and for much of his
career, chemicals for Air Products. He even got to deliver fuel for the space
shuttle. After retiring from Air Products, Jim also worked for the Alhambra
Township for several years.

Jim enjoyed driving the “band van” for his son’s band, Exit 30, in the late
90’s/early 2000’s and the music they played. He also loved the band, Yes,
taking Dawna to a Yes concert for their first date. It was a quick romance.



They met in June of 1979 and were married in September of that year. No,
she wasn’t pregnant; however, their son Andy was born exactly nine months
and one day after their wedding. Jim had a quick wit and a mischievous
personality like his father. First, and third rule of the Mize Family Handbook is
don’t trust anything Jim says. No one remembers what rule number 2 is. But
at the core of him was a big heart and a great man, husband, father, and
grandfather. He will be greatly missed.

Jim was preceded in death by his parents, Alan D. Mize Sr. (04/27/03) and
Wynema H. Mize (11/29/05), his in-laws Vernon F. Otto (11/17/19) and
Barbara J. Otto (12/05/94), and his sister JoAnn Shipton (10/19/10). He is
survived by his wife Dawna R. Mize; children Andrew J. Mize (Jennifer) and
Amanda H. Mize; his grandchildren Edward J. Mize, Vincent J. Mize, and
Danica E. W. Mize; his siblings Alan D. Mize Jr. (Vickie), Kathy L. Jones
(Jack), Jeri A. Dauksch (Wade), John A. Mize Sr., and brother in law Joe
Shipton (Dena); and many nieces and nephews and great nieces and
nephews.

Arrangements are being handled by Dauderman Mortuary in Alhambra, IL.

Visitation will be held from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM on Saturday, August 17,
2024, at Alhambra Fireman & Legion Park in Alhambra, IL.

Memorial Service will be at 1:00 PM on Saturday, August 17, 2024, at
Alhambra Fireman & Legion Park in Alhambra, IL.

Memorial contributions, In Lieu of Plants and Flowers, can be made to St.
Jude Children's Research Hospital, Shriners Hospitals for Chidlren, Salem
UCC Cemetery Fund, or the National Rifle Assoc..



Tribute Wall

As young girls JoAnn and | hatched a plan that would make us
sisters. | was going to marry Jim and she was going to marry my
brother. Dawna was a better match for Jim! | will miss Jim as | miss
JoAnn. Nancy Carpenter Jackson

NANCY JACKSON - August 15, 2024 at 06:21 PM

My deepest condolences to Jim’s family. Remembering Jim brings a
smile to my face when we had Alhambra Floral & Gifts back in early
2000. He was a regular customer on Valentine’s Day and honestly |
don’t remember if Dawna received flowers...sorry!! But numerous
widows in Alhambra received a rose every year and we were sworn
to secrecy as to who sent them. He would say that they deserve a
rose on Valentine’s Day. What a big heart he had to be so kind &
considerate of those women who were alone on such a special day.
God bless Jim and all the lives he touched.

Nancy Schoen - August 15, 2024 at 10:04 AM

Jim and Dawna were terrific neighbors. He had a big heart and
never turned away a stray animal. One such stray came to live with
them and then proceeded to deliver a litter of pups that went on and
on. | don't remember how many pups she had, but it was a huge
amount. The Mize family took it in stride until they eventually found
someone to take all the puppies.

Jim will be missed.

Don & Freddie Riepshoff - August 14, 2024 at 02:10 PM



Scott, Ashley, Olivia,Owen and Ava Smith
purchased the Crystal Cross Bouquet for the
family of James A. Mize.

Scott, Ashley, Olivia,Owen and Ava Smith - August 13, 2024
at 02:12 PM

Scott, Ashley, Olivia,Owen and Ava Smith planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of James A. Mize.
Scott, Ashley, Olivia,Owen and Ava Smith - August 13, 2024 at 02:12 PM
Don Carrino and family. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of James A. Mize.
Don Carrino and family. - August 13, 2024 at 12:49 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
James A. Mize.

August 13, 2024 at 12:49 PM
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