James R. Lyerla Sr.

January 22, 1920 - November 8, 2016

James R. Lyerla, Sr., age 96 of Highland, IL, died Tuesday, November 08,
2016, at Deceased's Residence in Highland, IL.

He was born on Thursday, January 22, 1920, in Hagarstown, IL, the son of
Wood and Bessie (nee Browning) Lyerla.

On Sunday, August 22, 1943, he married Mary E. Lyerla (nee Gillespie) at
Pocahontas, IL, who passed away on Saturday, April 06, 2013.

He was a member of United Methodist Church, Pocahontas, IL, 50+ year
member; Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers; American Legion Post 365,
Collinsville, IL.

He was born in Hagarstown, IL. His family moved to Greenville, IL, in 1929
and subsequently moved to Pocahontas, IL, in 1933 where he began high
school, graduating from Pocahontas High School in 1937. He attended
Greenville College and McKendree College. He taught rural school in Bond
County for two years. After marriage he and his wife lived in Collinsville, IL,
where they reared their four sons. He was drafted into the US Army and
served active duty during WWII. After returning in late 1946, he worked at the
Army Finance Center in St. Louis, then Granite City Depot before going to
work for the NY Central Railroad as a locomotive fireman in 1948. He loved



working for the RR and was promoted to locomotive engineer in 1953 and
worked in this capacity for the NY Central and Southern Pacific railways until
his retirement in 1981. After retirement he enjoyed traveling by Amtrak with
his wife to see their sons in California and Wisconsin. He loved entertaining
his many grandchildren. He was an avid basketball fan, faithfully following the
Collinsville Kahoks and University of Illinois. He remained a devoted Cardinal
Baseball fan until his passing. He and his wife moved into Legacy Place,
Highland, May 10, 2010, as the first residents.

Survivors include:

Son - James R. (Deborah) Lyerla, Jr., San Jose, CA
Son - Terry W. "Woody" (Shari) Lyerla, Palmetto, FL
Son - Thomas F. (Cheri) Lyerla, Marine, IL

Son - Jon R. Lyerla, Springfield, IL

Grandchild - Courtney E. (Richard) Branson, Highland, IL
Grandchild - Dena R. (Kenneth) Hime, Highland, IL
Grandchild - Jenny A. (Robby) Seger, Highland, IL
Grandchild - Scott R. (Colleen) Lyerla, Glen Carbon, IL
Grandchild - Cristina M. Robins, Eagle Pass, TX
Grandchild - Joseph H. (Julie) Davila, Jr., Kirkland, WA
Grandchild - Robert D. (Beckie) Lyerla, Bradenton, FL
Grandchild - Joshua J. (Kelly) Lyerla, Phoenix, AZ
Great Grandchildren - Eighteen.

He was preceded in death by:

Father - Wood |. Lyerla (died 1973)

Mother - Bessie F. Lyerla (died 1980)

Wife - Mary E. Lyerla (died 4/6/2013)

Grandchild - Andrew D. Lyerla (died 2/15/2009)
Joseph Young "like another son" (died 9/10/2016).



Arrangements are being handled by Spengel-Boulanger Funeral Home in
Highland, IL.

Visitation will be held from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM on Saturday, November 12,
2016, at Spengel-Boulanger Funeral Home in Highland, IL.

Funeral service will be at 11:00 AM on Saturday, November 12, 2016, at
Spengel-Boulanger Funeral Home in Highland, IL., with Rev. Dave Trover,
Retired, United Methodist Church Pastor, Pinckneyville, IL, officiating; Rev.
Adam Penn, Pastor, United Methodist Church, Pocahontas, IL, co-officiating.

Private Interment will be at Fairlawn Cemetery in Vandalia, IL.

Memorial contributions may be made to United Methodist Church,
Pocahontas.



Tribute Wall

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
James R. Lyerla Sr..

November 10, 2016 at 06:56 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
James R. Lyerla Sr..

November 10, 2016 at 04:38 PM

QPauIa
Tebbe You will be missed.

Love Paula Tebbe

Paula Tebbe - November 10, 2016 at 03:41 PM



https://www.spengel-boulanger.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.spengel-boulanger.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.spengel-boulanger.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.spengel-boulanger.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

12 files added to the album New Album Name

beckie lyerla - November 10, 2016 at 02:12 PM

1 file added to the tribute wall

beckie lyerla - November 10, 2016 at 01:55 PM

Your Aldi Family purchased the Peaceful White Li
lies Basket for the family of James R. Lyerla Sr..

Your Aldi Family - November 10, 2016 at 10:15 AM


https://www.spengel-boulanger.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.spengel-boulanger.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.spengel-boulanger.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

June Barney-Legacy Place lit a candle in "
memory of James R. Lyerla Sr.

June Barney-Legacy Place - November 09, 2016 at 01:35 PM

Sorry for your family's loss. I

Jim and Linda Baer - November 09, 2016 at 07:41 AM

My Jim will be missed.
Thanks for allowing me to care for him. God bless you all.

Paula Tebbe - November 10, 2016 at 07:02 AM
Sorry for your loss. We always looked forward to seeing him @Mary at
meal time at Legacy. God Bless Rith@Paulette Langhauser

Ruth Langhauser - November 11, 2016 at 04:13 PM



